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METRONET PROJECTS 

629. Mr T.J. HEALY to the Minister for Transport: 
I refer to the McGowan Labor government’s $5.5 billion WA recovery plan that includes the construction of 
Metronet, the largest single investment in public transport this state has ever seen. 

(1) Can the minister update the house on the work underway to deliver both the Thornlie–Cockburn Link in 
my electorate and the Byford rail extension? 

(2) Can the minister outline to the house how these projects are creating local jobs and supporting local businesses? 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI replied: 
(1)–(2) I thank the member for Southern River for his question and of course his tireless efforts in advancing the 

needs and wants of his community. Of course, he has been much more successful than his predecessor 
when it comes to delivering the Thornlie–Cockburn Link. Do members remember that predecessor who 
kept talking about how he wanted to get it happening, but of course was never taken seriously by the previous 
government? This government is delivering the commitments we gave to the people of Southern River, 
Jandakot, Byford and Yanchep. Across the state and the suburbs, we are delivering those commitments. 

The past few weeks have been pretty busy out there and I will outline some of the new milestones when 
it comes to delivering our transport infrastructure. A very interesting fact that I am sure all members will 
appreciate is that we are spending $260 million a month on transport infrastructure in Western Australia 
compared with $150 million a month five years ago, as the member for Jandakot, with his tireless efforts 
in promoting the needs of the community, knows. We were out there—also, the member for Gosnells, who 
is not in this chamber at the moment—looking at what these improvements mean to not only public transport 
users, but also road users, with $26 million to upgrade the Ranford Road bridge, another project being 
delivered as part of our Metronet program. Together with Ranford Road bridge, we outlined the look of 
the three new stations—the upgraded Thornlie station, the beautiful Ranford Road and Nicholson Road 
stations, the new car parks and the connections to the community. They are all excellent initiatives, and 
all underway under this government. Another favourite of ours—as I said, there are a lot of projects to 
have favourites—is Byford station. We were out in Byford and we announced the location of the new station. 
It is exactly where the Shire of Serpentine–Jarrahdale wanted it, connected to what will be a very growing 
and vibrant town centre. I have had meetings with the shire, and it is so much looking forward to working 
with a government that is delivering infrastructure in its area. There are new station connections across 
the rail line, and of course connections to the existing shops. This is a Labor government that is delivering 
its commitments. Do members know when the good folk of Byford would have to wait for their rail line 
under the previous government? They would have had to wait until 2050, members. The Liberal Party’s 
transport plan had the objective of delivering a Byford rail line in 2050, and here we are in 2020 getting 
on with the job delivering for the good folk of Darling Range the services and infrastructure they deserve. 
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